146                THE BANDOBAST COMPLETED.

half-past eleven the camp presented a very
animated appearance. About two hundred men
were squatted in a semi-circle, nearly naked,
armed with sticks, rattles, tomtoms, and squibs,
and some had old match-locks, with fuse|s a foot
long. In the centre of this circle were the five
elephants being loaded with rifles, chapgals,* and
the various things necessary for shooting. The
Nawab's tonga, to which two lovely pure white oxen
were harnessed, was also there, as well as four or
five horses, for those who preferred going to cover
in that way instead of on the backs of elephants.

The bandobast being  completed, we left  the
camp in a long line at twelve o'clock, thq Nawab
^nd myself in the tonga and the others on the
orses.    On reaching the jungle side, we each of
mounted our elephants, the beaters were sent
nd, and,  guided by Kishtia, we  proceeded
ugh the forest to our stands.    The jungle
thick, and one had to keep a'sharp look-
avoid the branches of the trees.    It was

.   * Skin bottles containing drinking water.